
2All states receive funds from this funding program, however, this table demonstrates funding specifically reported by the state public health department violence and 
injury prevention (VIP) program. 

FY13 SEQUESTRATION IMPACT ON  
VIOLENCE AND INJURY PREVENTION (VIP) 

 
Injuries are the leading cause of death for people ages 1‐44 in the U.S., surpassing non ‐
communicable and infectious disease combined. Every three minutes, a person dies from a 
preventable injury. This adds up to more than 500 preventable deaths each day, 
approximately 180,000 deaths each year, and more than 29 million people receiving 
treatment for nonfatal injuries in emergency departments. Injuries and violence cost the 
U.S. $406 billion annually in medical costs and lost productivity.1

 
  

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR STATE PUBLIC HEALTH VIP PROGRAMS  
Violence and injury prevention (VIP) programs weave together a safety net of federal, state 
and local resources to address this leading cause of death, disability and healthcare costs in 
the United States. Through a bi‐annual survey conducted by the Safe States Alliance, state 
health department VIP programs reported receiving an average of $0.32 per person across 
all funding sources.  The majority (61%) of state health department VIP program funding 
came from federal sources in federal fiscal year 2011 – approximately $62 million from 27 
different federal sources. The five federal sources that had the highest average funding per 
state for VIP programs in FFY11 included: 

FUNDING PROGRAM  (FFY11) 

# OF FUNDED 
STATE VIP 

PROGRAMS   

AVERAGE 
FUNDING PER 

STATE VIP 
PROGRAM  

CDC/NCIPC Rape Prevention and Education Block Grant2  27  $627,708 
SAMHSA State and Tribal Youth Suicide Prevention Grants  10  $481,250 
CDC Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant2  
PROPOSED FOR ELMINATION IN FY13 PRESIDENT’S BUDGET  29  $328,722 

HRSA/MCHB Title V Block Grant2  21  $290,177 
CDC/NCIPC Core 

Core I and II (funding ended 7/2012) 
Core Violence and Injury Prevention Programs (VIPP)  (funding began (8/2012) 
ONLY 20 STATES WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE CORE VIPP FUNDING IN FFY13  

33 
29 
28 

$219,203 
$193,712 
$57,716 

State VIP programs reported 424 staff members, including full‐time, part‐time, contractual and intern positions in FFY11.  
Forty‐four percent (150 FTEs) were supported by the top three CDC funding programs listed in the chart above. The most 
common anticipated impacts of these budget cuts were reduction in services (54% of states participating in the survey), 
reduction in surveillance efforts (43%), and a loss of staff through attrition (43%). 

POTENTIAL IMPACT OF SEQUESTRATION ON PREVENTABLE INJURIES AND VIOLENCE  
Preventable deaths from accidents, rape, prescription drug abuse, and suicide will increase. Sequestration could:  

• Increase the chance of repeat trauma admission by nearly 50% for patients who abuse alcohol.  
• Potentially cost $1.82 billion dollars annually in direct medical costs. 
• Eliminate direct support for 20 states and indirect support for all 50 states, potentially eliminating all injury and 

violence prevention activities. 
• Shut down the Nation's most comprehensive data source on violent deaths, eliminating the ability to identify trends 

and points for intervention.  
• Decrease the number of effective teen dating violence prevention programs in schools and communities in high risk 

urban areas resulting in increased sexual violence perpetration by 60%.  
 

For more information, please contact the Safe States Alliance: www.safestates.org , info@safestates.org or (770) 690-9000 

                                                            
1 Finkelstein EA, Corso PS, Miller TR, Associates. Incidence and Economic Burden of Injuries in the United States. New York: Oxford University Press; 2006. 

Despite the burden and 
cost of injuries and 

violence, on average, 
federal funding from CDC 
for state public health VIP 
programs was only $0.13 
per person in FY2011.  
According to Trust for 

America’s Health, federal 
public health spending 

through CDC alone 
averaged out to only 

$20.28 per person in FY 
2011.  
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